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Museum Society Chairman’s Report

During the last month the scaffolding around the Museum has at last come down.  It has revealed a 
very impressive upgrade to the condition of the exterior frontage.  Excellent paint on repaired windows 
and a re-pointed brickwork.  Well done to both Council officers and contractors for a job well done.

Following the changes in Councillors at Uttlesford District Council Society Directors were pleased to 
join Council officers and staff to meet new councillors at the Museum on the 23rd August.  Richard 
Auty and I presented details of the running of the museum jointly by the Society and the Council, and 
also a brief history of the Museum and in particular the arrangements for its joint management since 
1974.  Councillors visited and received an update of the developments at the Castle prior to the 
Museum presentations.

The Development Committee met on the 2nd October to receive information relating to the current 
consultations and to receive details of the first workshop meeting on the 21st October.   A report of this 
meeting by the Curator and I will be given at the MMWG meeting

The Museum and the Society held its second “Bake Off” on the 9th August.  Its main object was to 
celebrate the 200th anniversary of Wallace the Lion.   Owing to the weather this event took place in the 
Great Hall and elsewhere in the Museum.   Wallace received a deep clean. There were numerous cake 
submitted to the Judges which had to take place in full view of the visitors!   The Judges were able to 
survive the samples of some 20 cakes before providing the results of the two classes for Adults and 
Children.   I even managed to win one of these in the draw which followed.   Our winter series of talks 
commenced on the 9th September. 
  
I reported last meeting on the excellent support for donations to our recent request for funds to acquire 
further treasure.   I am pleased to say that all these items have now been received and are on display in 
the treasure cabinet in the Great Hall.  

  Tony Watson


